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Appendix A Community Aspirations  
Appendix A contains a number of community aspirations. Some take the form of projects 
which will be pursued by the Parish Council, others take the form of actions where the 
Parish Council will seek to work alongside other organisations and landowners whilst some 
are expressions of the local community’s vision and ambitions for the future of the Plan 
Area.  All of the community aspirations have resulted from work carried out during the 
production of the FPNP but are not subject to planning policies. This annex therefore does 
not form part of the statutory development plan, but nevertheless is an important element 
for the community in achieving the Vision set out in the FPNP.  
 

Aspiration 1  
To ensure the Local Nature 
Recovery Strategy is informed by 
the opportunities in Findern Parish 
and the work of the Findern 
Footpaths Group  

Proposed Actions 

To liaise with DCC as the responsible authority to ensure the 
LNR is informed by issues and opportunities in the Parish. 

Aspiration 2  

To improve local connectivity with 
improved maintenance of existing 
highway assets, better road and 
footway surfacing, improved 
pedestrian crossing facilities at the 
Green and improved signage.   

Proposed Actions 

To continue to lobby DCC to improve road surfaces, 
and other highway assets 

To seek to persuade DCC to install a zebra crossing or 
similar to improve pedestrian safety when crossing 
to/from the Green.  

Aspiration 3  

To improve local bus services  

Proposed Actions 

To liaise with bus companies, DCC and Derby City Council 
to seek improvements to the bus network and service 
frequencies in both Findern and Highfields. In particular to 
improve connections to Derby, Burton on Trent and to 
local healthcare facilities.  

Aspiration 4  

To provide a community building for 
Highfields  

Proposed Actions 

To continue to lobby SDDC, DCC and other partners to 
either provide access to shared space at the Spencer 
Academy for community meetings or to provide a new 
community building for this purpose. 

Aspiration 5  

To ensure that the heritage of the 
parish is appropriately reflected in 
District policy 

Proposed Actions 

To work with SDDC to see if the area around the Green is 
suitable for designation as a Conservation Area and to 
seek the identification of non-designated heritage assets.  
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Appendix B Key Views 
The photos identify the key views from Map 4 extracted from the Findern Design Guidance 
and Code 2024 
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Appendix C Criteria for the identification of non-designated heritage assets  
 

 
There was also useful guidance available on Bassetlaw District Council’s web site that the 
NPG also used – see below.  
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What is a non-designated heritage asset?  
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Appendix D (1) Heritage Assets 
 
Location of buildings nominated as non-designated heritage assets  
 

No 7 the Green, ‘Whitehouses’  No 16 and 17 Lower Green 

No 6 Doles Lane ‘Millbank’ No 18 and 19 The Green Farmhouse and 
Barn 

No 3 and 4 The Green No 8 The Green Old Forge Nursery 

No 15 Main Street Clematis Cottage No 87 Doles Lane ‘Wallfields House’ 

No 3 to 11 Main Street No 34 Doles Lane Spring Farm 

Nos 22 to 24 The Green No 8 Willow Farm Court ‘Willow Farm Barn’ 

 

 
  



Findern Parish Neighbourhood Plan   2024-2039	

9 
 

Appendix D (2) Listed Buildings 
 
Listed Buildings - see Historic England https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-
list/results/?search=++Findern&searchType=NHLE+Simple  
 

Tower House Walls and Gateway to All Saints Church 
Willow farmhouse and attached 
outbuildings 

Somerville house and attached outbuilding 

Corner House (13 The Green) Number 19 Main Street and attached 
outbuilding 

All Saints Church Cow house to the south east of number 19 
Main Street  

  

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/results/?search=++Findern&searchType=NHLE+Simple
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/results/?search=++Findern&searchType=NHLE+Simple
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Appendix E (1) Flora and Fauna Recorded in the Community Managed Areas 
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Appendix E (2) Species recorded by Derbyshire Wildlife Trust across the Parish 
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Appendix F (1) Assessment of Local Green Spaces proposed for designation (see Map 5)  
 

  
Local Green Spaces Description Test against LGS criteria 

1 Village Green Included in existing SDDC Local Plan   

2 Area connecting 
Coverslade & Gorsty Leys 

Included in existing SDDC Local Plan   

3 Hillside Playing Fields 
(entrance) 

Included in existing SDDC Local Plan   

4a Cardales Wildflower 
Meadow 

Valuable green space managed under licence by Findern Footpaths 
Group. Significant features include, wildflower meadow, butterfly bank 
and wildlife sanctuary with pond, bird hide, boxes for hedgehogs, bats 
and birds. Landowner Highways England. 

The site has local significance providing a 
popular green area and is close to the 
community it serves. 

4b Cote Close Area of scrubland and trees managed under licence by Findern 
Footpaths Group, including bird and feeding stations, walking routes 
and newly laid hedgerows supported by the Tree Council and 
Derbyshire Environmental Trust. Landowner Highways England. 

The site has local significance providing a 
natural area valued for its wildlife and 
mature trees and is close to the community 
it serves. 

5 Canal Towpath including 
Ballast Pond and Jubilee 
Wood 

Canal towpath separate designation. Ballast Pond & Jubilee Wood 
managed by Findern Footpaths. Landowner Canals and River Trust.  

The site has local significance providing a 
natural area valued for its wildlife and 
mature trees and is close to the community 
it serves. 

6 King George V Playing 
Fields 

Established sports field, playground area and bmx cycle track. 
Landowner Findern Parish Council. 

The green space has local significance 
providing valuable leisure and recreation 
space for local residents. It is close to the 
community it serves. 

7 Hillside Playing Fields 
(Recreational Ground) 

Established sports pitch and playground areas and used for general 
recreation and community events. Landowner South Derbyshire 
District Council 

The green space has local significance 
providing valuable leisure and recreation 
space for local residents. It is close to the 
community it serves. 
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8 Airport Way (running 
West from Porters Lane) 

Public right of way across open fields. Forms part of Derby Nomad Way 
circular walk. 50% of the route has established hedgerows with some 
hedgerow trees that provide important wildlife corridors. Open views 
of countryside and views of Grade II listed heritage site (windmill 
c.1780). Very popular providing the only dedicated walking route to 
the west of the village. Owned by local landowners. Additional 
information provided to justify the designation at Appendix F (4). 

Historically significant route. The site has 
local importance and is close to the 
community it serves.  

9 Little Derby Way (running 
North from Porters Lane) 

Public right of way across ancient farmland (ridge and furrow). 
Established hedgerows. Open views of countryside and views of Grade 
II listed heritage site (windmill c.1780).   Popular for dog walking. 
Owned by local land owners. 78. 

The site has local importance and is close to 
the community it serves.  

10 Part of Priory Way nearest 
Findern village 

Public right of way across open fields and meadows and past the site of 
the former Priory. Proposed designation is the part of the path that 
runs close to heritage assets and Findern village. Established 
hedgerows. Open views. Owned by local landowners. 

Historically significant route. The site has 
local importance and is close to the 
community it serves.  

11a Highfields estate common 
area adjacent to the 
substation 

Dedicated landscaped areas for public use With a potential path link to 
future development linked to Derby city used for recreation. 

The area has local significance of people 
and highly valuable for wildlife. It is close to 
the community it serves. 

11b Highfields estate Central 
Green area adjacent to 
the spine road 

Dedicated landscaped areas for public use In a central position on the 
estate with extensive planting on the side of the Coronation bench, the 
area is used for public events. Owned by company who developed 
Highfields? 

The area has local significance Providing an 
important community space for public 
events. It is close to the community services 

11c Highfields estate common 
areas boundary  

Open area with tree and wildflower planting. Used extensively for dog 
walking and recreation. 

Area has local significance for people and 
wildlife and is close to the community it 
serves 
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Appendix F (2) Photos of Local Green Spaces see Map 5 
 
LGS 115 The Green (numbered 1 on Map 5), LGS 116 (numbered LGS2 on Map 5) and LGS 
114 (numbered as LGS 3 on Map 5) – area already designated by SDDC  
 
LGS 4a Cardales Wildflower Meadow 

 
 
LGS 4b Cotes Close 
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LGS 5 Canal Towpath including Ballast Pond and Jubilee Wood 

 
 
LGS 6 King George V Playing Fields 
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LGS 7 Hillside Playing Fields 

 
 
LGS8 Airport Way 
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LGS9 Little Derby Way 

 
 
 
 
LGS10 Priory Way 
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LGS 11a Highfields estate common area adjacent to the substation  

 
 
 
LGS11b Highfields Estate Central Green area adjacent to the spine road  
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LGS11c Highfields estate boundary of the estate 
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Appendix F (3) SDDC’s Local Green Spaces 
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Appendix F (4) Additional Evidence for LGS 8 
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Appendix G What does good design look like?  

Historic Village Core  
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20th Century Findern 
 

 
 
Edit: Amendment to fig 76 text above – the green space is private and the tree is an 80 year 
old crack willow that is notable but was omitted from the DWT list.  
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Highfields 
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Appendix H Constraints and Risk Factors for Pedestrians 
 
Popular walking routes on Main Street and around The Green 

 
 
Constraints and Risk Factors 

1. Raised pavements are present but width of footway is below minimum legal width of 
1000mm 

2. Areas with no raised or marked footways, roadway is wide enough to allow pedestrians to 
step aside for oncoming traffic 

3. Area where roadway is narrow and road vehicles take up all available space, there is no 
free space for pedestrians to step aside for oncoming traffic 

4. Road is wider to allow for bus stop and passing traffic but pedestrians wishing to cross 
must “J walk” around stationary vehicles. Also, at busy times pedestrians with limited 
mobility have very short time to cross between oncoming vehicles. 

 
  

1

2

1

1

2

2

4

3
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Appendix I Popular Walking Routes 
 
Popular walking routes around the Village 
 

 
 
Popular walking routes in the southern area of the Parish 
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Appendix J Significant Green Areas justification and description  

 
Introduction 
 
Five areas within the Parish, incorporating both Findern village and Highfields, have been 
identified by members of the Steering Group as being worthy of designation as Significant 
Green Areas. The areas have been marked out on accompanying maps, and are supported 
for the most part through the separate submission of our “Key Views” photographs. 
 
 
The Areas (SGA’s 1 - 5) 
 

1. (SGA 1) - Findern Village - North East - Fields at the Priory Way Footpath, between 
Bakeacre Lane and Common Piece Lane. 

 
Attributes: 

 
● A combination of green fields, some containing livestock, that undulate away from 

and into the village, creating a shallow valley along which flows Doles Brook. 
 

● The fields are marked by numerous ancient, substantial hedgerows. 
 

● The area is dissected by the Priory Way public footpath, an ancient right of way that 
connects Findern village to the Derby suburb of Littleover. The footpath is well used, 
and is maintained by the Findern Footpaths Group, as are all of the footpaths 
mentioned subsequently in this report. 
 

● A lower lying area adjacent to Doles Brook is prone to flooding, which in recent years 
has created an associated appearance of reed type vegetation. This is limited in its 
extent, but adds to the diversity, character and pleasing appearance of the 
immediate landscape. 
 

● The area, due to its topography, affords extensive, attractive and informative views 
of the inner and outer village landscape, including Findern All Saints Church, The Old 
Hall, Grade 2 Listed Corner House, and Wallfields House. Homes can be seen on the 
Sycamore Avenue estate, Doles Lane, Bakeacre Lane, the Wallfields estate, and even 
the Hillside estate. 
 

● Towards the South can be  seen the disused Willington Power Station cooling 
towers, a local landmark, which is of interest both visually and in regard to local 
industrial and architectural heritage.  
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● To the South Eastern corner of the area , adjacent to Common Piece Lane, is a parcel 
of grassland that is of archaeological interest, believed to be the site of two fish 
ponds that were used by priory monks. 
 

● The diverse nature of the area has created an excellent habitat for a wide variety of 
wildlife, including foxes, hares, pheasants, herons, sparrowhawks and buzzards. 
There is also regular bat activity in and around the gardens of homes that align with 
the village settlement boundary. 

 
 

2. (SGA 2) - Findern Village - South East - Fields at Rushymeadow Way -  
Heath Lane / Brook Close / Lower Green / Common Piece Lane / Doles Brook 

 
Attributes: 

 
● Pleasant pastoral and agricultural area of land  rising into the village, providing views 

which include 18th and 19th Century dwellings and Findern All Saints Church. In the 
opposite direction there are open views towards Willington Power Station cooling 
towers. 
 

● Includes the well used Rushymeadow Way public footpath. The footpath provides a 
pleasant rural walk and acts as an alternative walking route for residents from the 
Lower Green/Sycamore Avenue area, as opposed to the narrow pavements of Main 
St and Heath Lane.  
 

● Provides a pleasant rural landscape with extensive  views for elderly residents of 
Brook Close. 

 
● Has important historical significance being ancient ridge and furrow, and with two 

ancient feeding troughs. 
 

● Historically and currently used for cattle rearing in the field adjacent to Heath Lane, 
and for crops in the field adjacent to Common Piece Lane/Doles Brook. 

 
● Adjoins the recently extended Findern cemetery, thereby providing an attractive 

setting and landscape for those at rest, and for visitors tending/attending 
graves/memorials.  

 
 
      3. (SGA 3) Findern Village - South West - Fields at the Gostilles Footpath - 

Heath Lane / Longlands Lane 
 

Attributes: 
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● An attractive pastoral grassy landscape with an open view rising into the village 

when entering from the direction of Willington, endorsing the semi-rural aspect of 
the village and the sense of a raised village settlement. 

 
● From the Southernmost settlement boundary at Longlands Lane are open views 

towards Willington Power Station cooling towers. 
 

● Dissected by the well used Gostilles public footpath which offers a pleasant and safer 
alternative walking route for pedestrians, particularly children, to that of the road 
and pavements at the junction of Longlands Lane/Main St/Heath Lane. 

 
● Has important historical significance, being ancient ridge and furrow. 

 
      4. (SGA 4) Findern Village - North - Fields at Turnpike Way Footpath - Burton Rd / 
 Doles Lane.        
 

Attributes:  
 

● A succession of attractive low lying fields and farmland separated by ancient 
hedgerows and stiles. 
 

● Includes Turnpike Way public footpath, a public right of way across Fields Farm, 
which provides a pleasant and alternative walking route to that of Burton Rd / Doles 
Lane bend. 
 

● The rural nature of its landscape belies the close proximity of the busy A38 and is a 
particular asset to residents of Burton Rd whose homes front the A38 and its slip 
road, similarly with some homes on Doles Lane. 
 

 
      5.  (SGA 5) Highfields and Findern Village North -  Adj. Rykneld Rd / Findern Island 
  

Attributes: 
 

● An open landscape which affords key views across agricultural land separating 
Highfields estate and the residential Northern outer edge of Findern village and 
which highlights the individuality and character of the respective settlements. 

 
● Provides a sense of openness at the outer edge of Highfields being beneficial to the 

well-being of residents and those using established leisure facilities/walking trails. 
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● In the longer term provides potential for improved, safer and more pleasant walking 
/cycling access between the two settlements, thereby enhancing leisure activity, and 
improving inter-community ties for all Findern parishioners. 

 
● Includes an attractive open green area at the entrance to the Highfields estate, via 

Rykneld Rd / Tutbury Avenue, which adds to a sense of well-being and belonging. 
 
Author member of the NPG and local Findern Parish resident for 39 years  
 


